Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #2 FIREHOUSE                           JANUARY 8, 2009

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  He introduced Anthony DellaCamera as the recently appointed Board member.

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello and Commissioners Anthony DellaCamera and Angelo Tosi.  Vice-Chairman Donald LaBanca and Commissioner James Blakeslee were absent.

OTHERS: Officers: Fire Chief William Seward, III, Deputy Chief Anthony Esposito, Fire Inspector John O’Brien, Captains John Florio, John Onofrio, and Laura Burich, and Foremen Brandon Gleason and Dave Roden.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  Captain Onofrio requested permission to make arrangements to sell Christmas trees for December 2009.  Commissioner Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner DellaCamera that the Board of Fire Commissioners (BOFC) grant permission to Company #3 to sell Christmas trees.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  Captain Florio asked that the BOFC review the pension request previously submitted.  Commissioner Tosi proposed that the Board’s Pension Committee hold a meeting with the Captains on January 19th at 7-7:30 p.m.  Chairman Civitello stated that he would attend if it is determined that Commissioner Blakeslee can’t attend. It was also noted that Company #4 has a fundraiser planned for January 24th at Company #3 which is not a fire department event.

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  The minutes from the Special Meeting of November 11th and the Regular Meeting of December 4th could not be approved as there was not a quorum of those present at this meeting.  

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None.

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Report for November, listing 138 calls, was previously forwarded to the BOFC.  Reports for December listing 156 calls and the 2008 yearly report were distributed at the meeting.  Reports from Deputy Chief of Training Colangelo and Assistant Chief of Training Amatrudo were also distributed. The Ambulance Activity reports for November and December were also distributed.  It was noted that Fire Marshal Bunnell is away on medical leave and the Fire Inspectors will perform his duties during his absence.

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Ambulance:  It was noted that the contract for the ambulance is up for rebid on July 1st as well as the ambulance billing.  Pension: Commissioner Tosi has proposed a meeting on January 19th to discuss possible pension changes with the Captains.

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report for the month of December that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof. The Chief noted that the Department will install the antenna for the new satellite receiver saving the Town approximately $3000.00.  The description for the position of Fire Marshal has been prepared by the Chief and he asked that the Board approve it and adopt it into the Rules and Regulations.  It was reviewed by the State Fire Marshal’s Office and Fire Marshal Bunnell.  Chief Seward also commented on a discussion that took place at the December Board meeting that he was absent from regarding the Chief running the individual companies.  Chief Seward stated that he will not dictate how the companies operate but will run the Department in compliance with CONN-OSHA mandates and according to the Rules and Regulations as is his responsibility.  It was decided to table the vote on approving the position description for Fire Marshal until the next meeting.  Various grants have been applied for including digital photography equipment, an ATV, and $10,000 towards upgrading the Town’s Emergency Operations Center.  Notice was received that the 2008 AFG request has been denied.  Those funds would have been used to purchase extrication equipment. According to a State mandate, all patient forms are to be submitted electronically and the State provided one laptop and the Department’s budget allowed the purchase of additional laptops.  The firehouse module was not included in the purchase and will cost an additional $6400.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Deputy Chief Esposito provided additional documentation for discussion on (1) the knox box ordinance (originally denied by the Town Council because of issues of loose keys hanging in the firetrucks that has now been addressed and resolved – they are now locked and operated by the dispatch center), (2) street numbering ordinance requiring all residents to number their house/mailbox, (3) fire billing and (4) fire marshal fees.  There was some discussion on the issues and it was decided that the Board would review the information and decide the issues at a future meeting.  Captain Florio inquired as to whether the Town could hire their own employee to do the ambulance billing inhouse.  After much discussion about this issue, the Chief agreed in concept and will ask the Town Manager for his input.  Another issue was whether or not an employee could perform the duties of Vintech.  Additional questions revolved around the issue of a new vendor if Vintech doesn’t get the bid.  Will the new vendor continue to give priority to department members to cover shifts.  Captain Onforio suggested it be put into the bid specs along with a pay scale.  

NEW BUSINESS:  The budget for 2009-2010 will be discussed at the February meeting.  It was noted that the Captains must meet with the Town Manager to discuss the rents for the buildings.  The BOFC suggested the Chief put a 2% wage increase in the budget.  Commissioner Tosi and the Captains decided on the meeting for January 19th at 7:30 p.m. at Company #4.  The Fire Marshal’s office has compiled a listing of vacant/blighted buildings as well as foreclosures as they might become safety hazards.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  Captain Florio asked that training ground property be mentioned to the Town Manager.  The cost of replacing the extrication equipment is $42,000 and will be added to capital expenditures.
WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  The materials from Deputy Chief Esposito re the knox box ordinance, street numbering ordinance, fire billing and Fire Marshal fees will be discussed at a future meeting.  The budget will be mailed to the BOFC prior to the next meeting.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Commissioner Tosi and seconded by Commissioner         DellaCamera to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen 

          Board Clerk

