Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #2 FIREHOUSE                   SEPTEMBER 1, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi and Commissioners Michael Manemeit and Joseph Tulli. Commissioner Donald LaBanca was absent.  

OTHERS: Officers:  Chief William Seward, District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Inspector John O’Brien, Captain John Onofrio, Lieutenant John Rossoto and Foreman Richard Lennon.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  None.

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Commissioner Manemeit and seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on July 12, 2005. On roll call vote, all in favor.  The minutes from the Regular Meeting of June 2, 2005 could not be approved as a quorum of members at that meeting was not available.

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  The Board received a letter from Dennis Owens, who will reach age 65 on October 12th, and would like to convert to “active retiree” status.  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to approve the request by Dennis Owens to convert to “active retiree” status as of October 12, 2005 and to notify the Pension Committee.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Reports for July and August were distributed at the meeting. 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Chairman Civitello entertained a motion to appoint Commissioner Manemeit to the Personnel Search Committee.  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Tulli to appoint Commissioner Manemeit to the Personnel Search Committee to replace former Commission member Patricia Nagot, effective immediately.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  Ambulance Committee:  It was noted that the Town Council approved the purchase of two ambulances.

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  Some items of note are that it is anticipated that the bid for the two ambulances will be awarded to American Emergency Vehicles Factory Direct Connecticut Sales (AEV) with a delivery time of approximately five months.  Guilford has volunteered to loan a vehicle to us if we need to borrow an ambulance prior to the receipt of the two new vehicles.  The generator for Company #4 has been received by the dealer and there was some discussion as to whether this was the appropriate generator. The Chief will check out the specs prior to the generator being installed.  The gear washer/extractor and the exhaust systems for the firehouses have been put out to bid.  A request has been submitted to the Homeland Security Grant Program for various types of equipment.  Also requested will be cots and blankets that will be palletized and stored for use should there be an emergency in Town.  Chief Seward commended Captain Onofrio as coordinator for the Muscular Dystrophy Fill the Boot Campaign.  Department members did an excellent job collecting $6,467.56.  The Annual Fire Hose Testing was performed and several lengths of hose failed to meet the standard. Some hoses can be repaired and some additional hoses will be purchased.  The Chief distributed copies of the correspondence relating to the actions of the department regarding a pending legal action.  The Chief also distributed a memo regarding revised reporting procedures for personnel injuries and apparatus accidents.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  The Personnel Search Committee will meet to discuss hiring a Deputy Chief -Training Officer.  The Red Cross is providing Disaster Training on September 16-17th in New Haven at no cost to anyone interested.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  None.  

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Manemeit that the Board of Fire Commissioners adjourn to Executive Session at 8:08 p.m. for the Evaluation/Review of Fire Chief William Seward pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes 1-200 (6)(A).  Those present will be Chairman Civitello, Vice-Chairman Tosi, Commissioners Manemeit and Tulli, and Fire Chief Seward.  On roll call vote, all in favor. Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Manemeit to return to Open Session at 8:35 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  No action was taken during Executive Session.  

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen

          Board Clerk

