Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

North Branford, CT 06471
MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING, COMPANY #4 FIREHOUSE                   JULY 12, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi, Commissioners Donald LaBanca, Michael Manemeit and Joseph Tulli.  

OTHERS: Officers:  District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Marshal Bert Bunnell, Fire Inspectors John O’Brien and John Zulawski, Captains Laura Burich and John Onofrio, Lieutenant John Rossotto.

Discussion and Action Re:  Qualifications for Deputy Chief - Training Officer:  The Board of Fire Commissioners, at their June meeting, approved in concept, the job description for the position of Deputy Chief - Training Officer, subject to the Town Attorney’s review and approval.  Subsequently, the Town Attorney has provided his approval.  In order to proceed with filling this position, IT WAS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Fire Commissioners approved the job description for Deputy Chief - Training Officer, as reviewed and approved by the Town Attorney, and instructed the Board Clerk to post said job description pursuant to the rules and regulations of the North Branford Fire Department.   Interested parties should return resumes to the Board of Fire Commissioners, P.O. Box 287, North Branford, CT 06471 by August 15, 2005.  Motion made by Commissioner Manemeit, seconded by Commissioner Tulli.  There was some discussion about the hiring procedure and it was stated that the Board must conduct the entire interview process.  After discussion, on roll call vote, all in favor.

Discussion and Action Re:  Retirement Letter for William Neubig:  William Neubig, a 47-year member of Company 2, turned 65 on May 25, 2005.  He is seeking to convert from an active member to “active retiree” status, which will allow him to volunteer until age 70 while having his pension payments commence.  Based on records submitted by Company 2, Mr. Neubig will have 24 years of credited service at the time of his retirement.  The Board has received a written request from Mr. Neubig asking for this status change.  BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Fire Commissioners approves the request of William Neubig to convert to “active retiree” status as of June 1, 2005.  The Board Clerk is instructed to notify the Pension Committee of the Board’s action and advise the Committee that Mr. Neubig has 24 years of credited service and requested that a letter be sent thanking Mr. Neubig for all his years of service in the fire department.  Motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Manemeit, all in favor.  

Discussion and Action Re:  Ambulance Bid:  The Town received one responsive bid for the latest opening of bid #3 for the replacement of the two ambulances.  AEV, one of the leading manufacturers in the ambulance industry, has bid $263,777 for two Type 1 ambulances on GMC C-4500 cab & chassis, pursuant to bid specifications that this Board previously approved.  Currently, there exists enough cash-on-hand to purchase one vehicle.  However, it is deemed in the best interest of the Town to replace both ambulances at this time.  BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Fire Commissioners recommends awarding bid #3 2005/06 to AEV Connecticut Sales.  Further, the Board approved the concept of procuring the second ambulance at this time.  The Board Clerk is instructed to notify the Town Manager of this action, and ask that the financing methodology to facilitate this acquisition be placed on the August 9, 2005 Town Council agenda for their approval.  There was some discussion regarding the purchase of the ambulances. It was noted that there will be a 180-day delivery date.  Motion made by Commissioner LaBanca, seconded by Commissioner Manemeit, all in favor.

Discussion and Action Re:  Fire Inspectors’ Vehicle:  Roughly one year ago, the Fire Marshal’s office was assigned a Ford Aerostar Van to facilitate the operations in that office.  The Marshal and his two inspectors often go in different directions and the additional vehicle provided a major boost to the efficiency of the office.  Recently, the transmission has developed a significant leak and estimates obtained are in the $1,500+ price range.  The Town’s lead mechanic, Barry Turner, has concluded that this type of expenditure is not cost effective.  An opportunity exists currently, as two new police vehicles are being purchased, to have one of the cruisers coming off-line be reassigned to the Fire Marshal’s office.  This will be used in lieu of the van, resulting in no net increase in vehicles for the FD’s fleet.  BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Fire Commissioners instructed the Board Clerk to forward a letter to the Town Manager indicating the Board’s desire to have one of the Ford Crown Victoria police vehicles being replaced in 2005-06 fiscal year be reassigned to the Fire Marshal’s office to replace the Ford Aerostar Van which has been deemed to need very costly, unjustifiable repairs.  Chairman Civitello questioned Fire Marshal Bert Bunnell and he stated that he was in agreement with the acquisition of one of the police vehicles for his Inspectors.  Motion made by Commissioner Manemeit, seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi, all in favor.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen

          Board Clerk

