Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #3 FIREHOUSE                   JUNE 2, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Commissioners Donald LaBanca and Michael Manemeit.  Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi and Commissioner Joseph Tulli were absent.  

OTHERS: Officers:  Chief William Seward, District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Inspector John O’Brien, Captains Ken Neubig and John Onofrio, Lieutenant Robert Colangelo and Foremen Marc Jennette and Richard Lennon.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  Company #4 will hold a Family Fun Day on August 27th and all are invited.  

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Commissioner Manemeit and seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on May 5, 2005.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  The Board received two thank-you notes. Captain Florio sent a card thanking the Board and the Department for all the cards, baskets, etc. that were received after his father’s passing.  Mary Aceto, a resident on Sea Hill Road, sent a letter thanking the Department for the assistance her family received for a medical call.  Commissioner Manemeit suggested that copies of the letter be put in the files of those members who responded to the call.  

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Report for April was distributed at the meeting and it was noted that there were 104 calls. 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Bylaws/Rules and Regulations:  Commissioner Manemeit presented a position description for the job of Deputy Chief/Training Officer (copy attached).  A motion was made by Commissioner Manemeit and seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to approve the job description for the Deputy Chief/Training Officer subject to the Town Attorney’s review as to form.  There was some discussion about posting the description and it was stated that the Board will conduct the interviews with the candidates. The Chief requested that a semi-colon be added to the following sentence under Qualifications after the word “mandates”: The Deputy Chief Training Officer shall hold a certification as a Safety Officer by the Conn. Commission of Fire Prevention and Control in accordance with the State of Connecticut (Conn. OSHA) mandates obtain within eighteen (18) months after hiring, the Fire Officer 1 Certification.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  Commissioner Manemeit will forward the document to the Town Attorney on Friday.  It was decided that a Special Meeting will be held once the Town Attorney renders his opinion.  There was some discussion on Employee Assistance Programs which will need to be budgeted since there is a charge involved. Criticial incident stress debriefings have been used in the past for calls requiring this type of assistance.  The military leave issue was again raised and has not been resolved.  Chairman Civitello will discuss it with Vice-Chairman Tosi who is not in attendance.  

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  Some items of note are that there will be a rebid on the ambulance, the delivery of the generator for Company 4 will be in August, and specifications for the washer-extractor are complete.  The Chief requested that the Board proceed with the process of filling the positions of Deputy Chief-Training Officer and Deputy Chief.  The Board requested that the Chief draft qualifications for the Deputy Chief position and they will be discussed at the Special Meeting to be held later in June.  He discussed the “Vial of Life” which is available free to any residents in town.  Two “Standard Operating Guidelines” were issued regarding 1) the Report of Suspected Child Abuse/Neglect and 2) Conducting Live Fire Training (copies attached).  The Chief also requested that each Company survey all of its members regarding their sizes because chemical protective clothing for all first responders will be ordered free of charge. The clothing includes gloves and overboots.  Commissioner Manemeit made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to accept the specifications for the washer-extractor and put them out for public bids.  On roll call vote, all in favor. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  The Chief discussed an email he received from the Red Cross Chapter in New Haven regarding a “tabletop exercise” on June 21st.  It is a pretend disaster, a structure fire with hazmat release, located in North Branford at Routes 80 and 139, that will evaluate the Department’s response, communications and liaison with Town officials.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  None.  

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  Commissioner LaBanca made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Manemeit to suspend the Regular Meetings of the Board for July and August unless a meeting is needed at the Board’s discretion.  On roll call vote, all in favor.     

Commissioner Manemeit made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to amend the Agenda to include an Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Commissioner Manemeit made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:18 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue.  On roll call vote, all in favor. Commissioner Manemeit made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to rescind the previous motion.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  Commissioner Manemeit made a new motion that was seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:20 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue pursuant to CGS Sec. 1-200(6)(A) and those included are Chairman Civitello, Commissioners LaBanca and Manemeit, and Fire Chief Seward and District Chiefs Anthony Esposito and Mark Amatrudo.  On roll call vote, all in favor. Commissioner Manemeit made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to return to Open Session at 8:30 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  No action was taken during Executive Session.  

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Commissioner Manemeit and seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen

          Board Clerk

