Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

North Branford, CT 06471
MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #2 FIREHOUSE                   MAY 5, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi, Commissioners Donald LaBanca, Michael Manemeit and Joseph Tulli.  

OTHERS: Officers:  Chief William Seward, District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Inspector John O’Brien, Captain Ken Neubig and Lieutenant Joseph Manzi. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  None.

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Commissioner Manemeit and seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on April 7, 2005.  On roll call vote, four in favor and one abstention by Commissioner LaBanca as he was absent from that meeting.  

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None.
DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Report for April was distributed at the meeting and it was noted that there were 110 calls. 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Pension:  Vice-Chairman Tosi stated that the Pension meeting is scheduled for May 11th.    There was some discussion about different methods to increase the pension annually, i.e. cost of living.  The issue of firefighters on military leave was again brought up and the Department’s position will be reviewed.  Purchasing and Budget:  The budget was approved by the Council and will go to referendum next Tuesday.

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  One item of note was the invitation to bid by May 17th on one vehicle for the ambulance with the option for a second.  Company #1 participated in a mutual aid drill with Branford and Guilford on April 13th.  Tactical Communications will purchase and install the equipment that will provide a third level of backup for communications costing approximately $1900.00.  Effective May 1st, radio dispatch procedures will be modified to reflect common language descriptions in place of the codes per the Official Bulletin dated April 29th regarding revised EMS dispatch procedures. Patients’ confidentiality will continue to be maintained.  On April 27th an educational session was held at the Auditorium with approximately 84 participants.  The Chief requested that an Executive Session be added to the Agenda to discuss a personnel issue.  He also reported on two training drills that took place Monday evening.  He felt the exercise that took place at Neubig’s was excellent.  He was concerned about the Company #1 training session for extrication procedures that progressed into burning a vehicle. The Police Department was called as the owner of Dairy Queen claimed the smoke disrupted his business.  An Official Bulletin has been issued regarding live fire training and open burning, a copy of which is attached.  There will not be any training involving open burning until further notice.  The State’s regulations and the Town’s procedure will be reviewed and a written policy will be issued within the next five days.  The Chief would like the training to be properly supervised by the District Chiefs and Captains.  Only the Fire Marshal and Fire Inspectors issue open burning permits.

Chairman Civitello called for a motion to amend the agenda to include an Executive Session per Chief Seward’s request.  Commissioner LaBanca made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Tulli to amend the Agenda to include an Executive Session after Welfare of the Commission to discuss a personnel issue.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  None.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS: District Chief Anthony Esposito thanked the Board for their involvement in the event honoring his time as Interim Chief.  He also appreciated the nice plaque.  The Board agreed that it was well deserved.

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Manemeit to adjourn to Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue pursuant to CGS Sec. 1-200(6)(A) and those included are Chairman Civitello, Vice-Chairman Tosi, Commissioners LaBanca, Manemeit and Tulli, and Fire Chief Seward.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to return to Open Session at 8:46 p.m., with all members in favor.  No action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Commissioner Manemeit and seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen

          Board Clerk

