Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #2 FIREHOUSE                                         MAY 4, 2006

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi and Commissioners Donald LaBanca and Joseph Tulli.  Commissioner Michael Manemeit was absent.

OTHERS: Officers: Deputy Chief -Training Officer Robert Colangelo, District Chief Anthony Esposito, Fire Marshal Bert Bunnell, Captains John Florio and John Onofrio, and Lieutenant Richard Lennon.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS: Captain Onofrio informed the Board that flowers will be sold at Company #3 on May 13th as a fundraiser for Relay for Life. The Board approved the fundraiser. 

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner LaBanca that the Board of Fire Commissioners (BOFC) approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on April 6, 2006. On roll call vote, three in favor and one abstention by Commissioner Tulli due to absence from that meeting.

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None.

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Report for April was distributed and discussed at the meeting.  It was noted that there were 137 calls for April.   The Ambulance Activity Report for March was also distributed.  Deputy Chief Colangelo presented his report to the Board and made note of several items.  He wanted to commend everyone involved for the many objectives accomplished at the multi-agency drill.  He noted that a live burn is scheduled for May 23rd in East Haven and this department will assist them.

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS: Ambulance:  The new ambulances are due to be received in mid-June.

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward was absent but had prepared a memorandum to the Board regarding his report for the month of April that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  It was noted that the portable radios were issued and the keyless entry systems are being worked on.  The department has received two sets of airbags.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Chairman Civitello presented copies of the proposed Rules and Regulations changes to the Board.  He stated that they would be discussed at this meeting and any changes necessary can be made during the meeting.  After the meeting, Chairman Civitello will obtain a clean copy from Town Attorney Gesmonde and it will be posted at the firehouses for thirty days minimum.  The changes will be voted on at the July meeting since the June meeting does not meet the time frame of thirty days between meetings.  The proposed changes to the Rules and Regulations were discussed and some issues of note were: appointment procedures for departmental officers will be at the discretion of the Board, radio car designation, and the deputy chief-training officer has fire ground authority and will also serve as safety officer.  The time frame of thirty days to post amendments or wait to vote on them would also be eliminated.  Many other changes involved transferring the text of one Article to another within the document.  Also discussed were animal rescues, drug testing, clarification of the alcohol policy and age discrimination. The Board was in agreement that this document be given to the Town Attorney and it would be at his discretion whether or not to make changes regarding the issues that required clarification. 

A memo prepared by District Chief Esposito was distributed regarding billing for fire/rescue calls.  It was noted that many towns are currently billing for services.  Chairman Civitello requested that the Board members read the document prior to the June meeting and discussion will be tabled until that time.  

NEW BUSINESS:  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to approve the transfer of $42,000.00 from Account #4220-320 to 4220-102 to cover the stipend for the members who receive it as a payroll check versus payment into a deferred pension plan.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  Captain Onofrio stated his concerns regarding the billing for services issue.  He wondered if people would hesitate to call for help if they didn’t have any insurance coverage.  He also was concerned that one’s insurance would increase if claims were made.  

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  Chairman Civitello stated that the vote on the proposed changes to the Rules and Regulations would not take place at the June meeting but would be put on the agenda for the July meeting.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Commissioner LaBanca and seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen 

          Board Clerk

