Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

North Branford, CT 06471
MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #1 FIREHOUSE                   APRIL 7, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi, Commissioner Michael Manemeit and Commissioner Joseph Tulli.  Commissioner Donald LaBanca was absent.

OTHERS: Officers:  Chief William Seward, District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Inspector John O’Brien, Captains John Florio, Ken Neubig, and John Onofrio, Lieutenants Robert Colangelo, Jake Conway and John Rossotto, Foremen Marc Jennette and Richard Lennon.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  Megan Poston of Company 4 requested approval from the Board for a scheduled fundraiser called “Flamingo Flocking” for the beginning of June.  The Board gave their approval.  Captain Onofrio mentioned the various fundraisers for Company 3 including a Blood Drive, Fund Drive, Car Wash, Lobster Dinner, Pig Roast and a Motorcycle Poker Run.  Captain Florio mentioned their Comedy Night at Bill Miller’s on June 11th.  Company 2 has a golf tournament scheduled for the last Friday in June.  The Board gave their approval for the various fundraisers.  

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on March 3, 2005.  On roll call vote, three in favor and one abstention by Commissioner Manemeit as he was not a Board member at that time.  

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  A letter from the New Haven County Fire Commissioners Association regarding their April meeting was received and read.  Skip Thomas, Commissioner of Homeland Security, will be the featured speaker on April 21st at 6:30 p.m. at On Broadway.  Vice-Chairman Tosi encouraged all the Board members to attend.   

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Report for March was distributed at the meeting and it was noted that there were 120 calls. 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Chairman Civitello inquired of new Commissioner Manemeit as to whether he would object to being named to the committees vacated by former Commissioner Nagot.  He was in agreement and the Agenda listing will be changed to reflect his appointment to the following committees:  Bylaws/Rules and Regulations, Communications, Publicity and Ambulance.  Pension:  Vice-Chairman Tosi stated that he will put the figures in writing for the Pension meeting on May 11th.    

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  Some items of note were the revised specifications for the ambulance to be put out to bid, budget hearings, and once again, he encouraged members to attend educational programs at the National Fire Academy in Maryland when possible.  Notification that the Aid to Firefighters Grant (AFG) was awarded for $275,981 was also discussed.  The grant will be used in the following areas: communications, emergency generator, washer extractor, fire alarm/detection system and card access system and vehicle exhaust system.  The basis for the State Homeland Security Grant Program was discussed as well as the communications system upgrade.  Initially, the primary transmitter, receivers, voters and/or antennae will be replaced.  Formal mutual aid compacts will be re-established and a multi-agency drill is scheduled during the week of April 11th.  Equipment that will allow the intercity radio network to be monitored by the North Branford Dispatch Center will be installed.  The process to fill the positions of Deputy Chief and Deputy Chief-Training Officer will be put on hold until pending litigation is resolved.  A meeting was held with VinTech, the Chief and Captain Burich to discuss various issues.  The Chief felt that the workers at the recent motor vehicle accident on Rt. 80/Maple Road and two structure fires should be commended for their professionalism and quick actions.  The Board requested that the Chief supply a list of names so that they may be formally recognized.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  The report from the radio consultant was addressed during the Chief’s report.

NEW BUSINESS:  None.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS: Captain Onofrio inquired as to whether or not there could be a provision for the pension for military leave members.  After some discussion, the Board agreed to check into the matter.  The Budget workshops are scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday at the Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Manemeit made a motion that was seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi to put a letter of commendation in the personnel files of District Chiefs Anthony Esposito and Mark Amatrudo for a job well done on the Aid for Firefighters Grant.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Manemeit to transfer $30,750 from account 101-4220-320-0000 Other Contractual to account 101-4220-102-0000 Personnel Part Time for the stipends that were paid as payroll items.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  District Chief Esposito appreciated the acknowledgement of his and District Chief Amatrudo’s efforts but stated that it was a collaborative effort on the part of the Captains and many members to complete the grant application.

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  None.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Manemeit to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen

          Board Clerk

