Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

North Branford, CT 06471
MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #4 FIREHOUSE                   MARCH 3, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:39 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi, and Commissioner Joseph Tulli.  Commissioners Donald LaBanca and Patricia Nagot were absent.

OTHERS: Officers:  Chief William Seward, District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Inspector John Zulawski, Captains Laura Burich, John Florio, Ken Neubig, and John Onofrio, Lieutenant John Rossotto, Foremen Marc Jennette and Richard Lennon.  OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES:  Town Attorney John Gesmonde.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  None.

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on February 10, 2005.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None.  

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Report for February was distributed at the meeting and it was noted that there were 128 calls. 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Pension:  Vice-Chairman Tosi wanted clarification on exactly what was needed for the Pension Committee and he will put the figures in writing for the meeting.  

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  Some items of note were the bids for the generator at Company #4 and the new ambulance vehicle.  Also discussed were: the permits for flashing blue lights, Town Safety Committee, the budget and the FIRE Act Grant program.  It is hopeful that the FIRE Act Grant will be received since the department has not received a  rejection letter.  The Chief encouraged members to attend educational programs at the National Fire Academy in Maryland when available.  Also discussed was the communications system upgrade.  Various options were presented and it would be very costly to upgrade the entire system.  The Chief felt that fire/ground communications should be upgraded to ensure the safety of the fire personnel.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  The report from the radio consultant was addressed during the Chief’s report.

NEW BUSINESS:  An Official Bulletin issued by Chief Seward was read and copies distributed to those present.  The Bulletin, which is attached to the Minutes, addressed the response by the department’s apparatus to private calls.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS: None. 

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Tulli, to amend the Agenda to include an Executive Session before adjourning the meeting.  On roll call vote, all in favor. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Tulli to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:09 p.m. to discuss pending litigation pursuant to CGS Sec. 1-200(6)(B) and those included are Chairman Civitello, Vice-Chairman Tosi, Commissioner Tulli, Fire Chief Seward, District Chief Esposito and Town Attorney John Gesmonde.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Tulli to return to Open Session at 9:30 p.m., with all members in favor.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to adjourn the meeting at 9:31 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen

          Board Clerk

