Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #1 FIREHOUSE                   DECEMBER 1, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi and Commissioners Michael Manemeit and Joseph Tulli.  Commissioner Donald LaBanca was absent.

OTHERS: Officers:  Chief William Seward, District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Inspectors John O’Brien and John Zulawski, Captains Laura Burich, John Florio, Ken Neubig and John Onofrio, Lieutenants Robert Colangelo and Jake Conway and Foremen Marc Jennette, Richard Lennon and John Rossotto.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  None.

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on November 3, 2005.  On roll call vote, three in favor and one abstention by Commissioner Manemeit as he was absent from that meeting.  The minutes from the Regular Meeting of June 2, 2005 could not be approved as a quorum of members at that meeting was not available.

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None.

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Report for November, as well as an Amended Ambulance Activity Report for September, and the Ambulance Activity Report for October were distributed and discussed at the meeting.  It was noted that the Fire Marshal is away and will return to his office on Monday, December 5th.  

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Pension:  Vice-Chairman Tosi was unable to attend the meeting on November 23rd.  He will prepare a report for the next meeting in February, 2006.

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report for the month of November that is attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  It was noted that the Department will now put out to bid for non-P25 compliant portable radios as permission was received from FEMA. The Chief attended a meeting with members of the Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security regarding implementation of plans during large-scale events.  There has been an adjustment to the chassis for the ambulances and construction is expected to take approximately five months.  A drill involving portable water supply operations and drafting was coordinated with the North Haven Fire Department and was well attended.  The Chief conducted the survey of area departments at the request of the Board and the findings were discussed. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  The next Town Pension Committee meeting is scheduled for February, 2006.  The Board set the meeting dates for January, 2006 to January, 2007.  Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Manemeit to approve the Schedule of Regular Board Meetings for January, 2006 through January, 2007.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  (Schedule of meetings is attached.)

NEW BUSINESS:  Regarding the appointment of a Deputy Chief - Training Officer, it was noted that the Agenda contained a typographical error stating the appointment was for a District Chief - Training Officer. Vice-Chairman Tosi made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Tulli to appoint Robert Colangelo to the position of Deputy Chief - Training Officer.  On roll call vote, three in favor and one abstention by Commissioner Manemeit.  Congratulations were offered to Deputy Chief - Training Officer Colangelo by the Board and his mother pinned on his badge after a round of applause.  Vice-Chairman Tosi mentioned that they interviewed two qualified individuals and congratulated John O’Brien on a very good interview.  Commissioner Manemeit questioned what position Deputy Chief Colangelo would hold in the chain of command and it was stated that they will meet with the Chief to discuss this issue.  The Chief stated that the staff at the Town Hall is working to create computer generated maps.  These will be laminated and sets will be placed on each apparatus.  The laminated maps will break each fire district into smaller sections for ease of locating emergencies.  He received some verbal concerns about the dispatching procedures since the last Board meeting.  He sent an email to the Police Department requesting information concerning several calls.  He should have the results on Friday and he will discuss them with the officers from all the Companies, review the calls and take appropriate action as needed.  Captain Burich questioned when the Police Department became in control of the Fire Department and Ambulance.  There were some concerns regarding the liability of the Town and also some concerns about getting the apparatus through the traffic on Rt. 80.  The Chief and the Board will meet with the Risk Manager to discuss these concerns.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  Captain Florio mentioned his concerns about the heating costs for the buildings during the coldest winter months.  He would like to discuss alternatives and requested that a decent lease be negotiated with the Town.  He questioned whether or not the Town could pay the heating bills at all companies during the four coldest winter months.  He stated that a typical heating bill last January was approximately $1000 - $l500.  Chairman Civitello and Vice-Chairman Tosi will set a date to discuss this and will notify the Captains of the date and time.  It was felt that the Town is not paying a realistic amount for what the buildings are worth.  On another topic, Captain Florio jokingly made the suggestion that Deputy Chief Colangelo be given a Hummer for his duties.  

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  Chief Seward stated that Guilford Fire Chief Charles Herschaft wanted to attend the Board meeting this evening for Bob’s appointment but was unable to due to his wife’s illness.  The budget will be discussed at the January meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Commissioner Manemeit and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen 

          Board Clerk

