Town of North Branford

Board of Fire Commissioners

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING, COMPANY #4 FIREHOUSE                   NOVEMBER 3, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Civitello called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

ROLL CALL: Chairman Joseph Civitello, Vice-Chairman Angelo Tosi and Commissioners Donald LaBanca and Joseph Tulli. Commissioner Michael Manemeit was absent.  

OTHERS: Officers:  Chief William Seward, District Chiefs Anthony Esposito, Jr. and Mark Amatrudo, Fire Inspector John O’Brien, Captains John Florio and John Onofrio, Lieutenant Robert Colangelo.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  None.

READING OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner Tulli to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 1, 2005. On roll call vote, three in favor and one abstention by Commissioner LaBanca as he was absent from that meeting.  The minutes from the Regular Meeting of June 2, 2005 could not be approved as a quorum of members at that meeting was not available.

NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  None.

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The Fire Marshal’s Reports for September and October, as well as the Ambulance Activity Report for September, were distributed and discussed at the meeting.  

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Chairman Civitello stated that the Personnel Search Committee met twice and interviews for the Deputy Chief – Training Officer are scheduled for November 7th.  The Pension Committee will meet on November 16th at the Town Hall.  

REPORT FROM CHIEF: Chief Seward distributed a memorandum to the Board regarding the Chief’s report for the months of September and October that are attached to the Minutes and made a part hereof.  Some items of note are that the ambulance bid was awarded to AEV with a reduction of the price by $300 ($150 per vehicle) and a credit of $850 per vehicle for lettering which will be done locally. This is a reduction from $750 per vehicle that was included in the original bid.  Due to neighboring towns switching off of VHF-low, it will not be necessary to get the VHF-low band on the radio system and more radios can then be purchased for the apparatus.  Additional items of note were that the Open House was cancelled due to the weather and a satellite receiver may be put on the pole at Commerce Drive which will be coordinated with the Town Manager.  Four new sets of gear are available at each company.  No decision has been made regarding the extra vehicle for the fire marshal’s office.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  The pension stats were discussed and 83 members qualified for the pension for 2004-2005 fiscal year.  The numbers are down from last year.  BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Fire Commissioners approve the listing of members who earned a year of credited service for the 2004-2005 fiscal year, which includes all departmental officers, and instructs the clerk to send the list to the Town’s Pension Committee.  Motion made by Commissioner LaBanca and seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi.  On roll call, all in favor.  There was some discussion about requesting a pension increase at the next Town Pension Meeting.  The general consensus was to request a $3.00 per month increase to the firefighter pension.  Chief Seward will check with surrounding towns to get actual budget/costs of running a combination department as well as salaries paid in those towns for career personnel.  A motion was then made by Commissioner LaBanca and seconded by Vice-Chairman Tosi to have Vice-Chairman Tosi make a presentation at the November 16th pension meeting, with the Board’s support, requesting an increase in the pension from $20 to $23 per month per year of credited service.  On roll call vote, all in favor. The Chief also mentioned the response by the Companies to activated fire alarms when there is no smoke or fire.  There was some discussion on how many vehicles should actually respond as a reduction in response was discussed.  Captain Onofrio would like to see the members respond to the station.  There was a general agreement to have the first company respond and the personnel at the other companies respond to the station and await further orders.  There was also some discussion about Guilford dispatching the calls in North Branford.  The Chief will check into that further.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENTS:  Captain Onofrio reported that the Explorer Post at Company #3 went to a muster and brought home a trophy.  He stated that they did a great job and he was proud of their accomplishments.  Commissioner LaBanca made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Tulli to send a letter of congratulations to the Explorer Post on their great job.  On roll call vote, all in favor.  

WELFARE OF THE COMMISSION:  It was stated that Commissioner Manemeit is still in New Orleans until approximately December 9th.  Commissioner LaBanca will not be able to attend the December meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Tosi and seconded by Commissioner LaBanca to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.  On roll call vote, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

          Diane B. Whalen

          Board Clerk

